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PART ONE 
Applicability and Responsibilities 
High-Performance Public Building Law for K-12 Schools   

In 2005, the Governor signed the high-performance public buildings bill into law. The law 
requires state funded major facility projects, including K-12 schools, to be designed and 
built to a high-performance or “green” building standard. The law is Chapter 39.35D RCW - 
High-Performance Public Buildings. One section of the law, 39.35D.040, outlines the 
requirements for school districts and the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 
(OSPI). Those sections are listed below.  

School Districts must select and follow a green building standard for design and 
construction: 

 “(1) All major facility projects of public school districts receiving any funding in a state 
capital budget must be designed and constructed to at least the LEED silver standard or the 
Washington Sustainable School Protocol.” 

The School Construction Assistance Program (SCAP) is the largest major facility program 
administered by OSPI. Most SCAP projects are required to meet US Green Building Council’s 
Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) or Washington Sustainable School 
Protocol (WSSP). Applicability for projects receiving state capital funds through a direct 
appropriation or through another grant program is determined based on project size and 
scope. 

 “(2) Public school districts under this section shall: (a) Monitor and document appropriate 
operating benefits and savings resulting from major facility projects designed and 
constructed as required under this section for a minimum of five years following local board 
acceptance of a project receiving state funding; and (b) report annually to the superintendent 
of public instruction. The form and content of each report must be mutually developed by the 
office of the superintendent of public instruction in consultation with school districts.” 

Performance monitoring and reporting has changed from an Annual Reporting Excel 
Workbook to Energy Star Portfolio Manager. The change is effective with the annual 
reports due March 2019.  

 “(3) The superintendent of public instruction shall consolidate the reports required in 
subsection (2) of this section into one report and report to the Governor and Legislature by 
September 1st of each even-numbered year beginning in 2006 and ending in 2016. In its 
report, the superintendent of public instruction shall also report on the implementation of this 
chapter, including reasons why the LEED standard or Washington sustainable school design 
protocol was not used.” 

The legislative reporting requirement is complete. All biennial reports are available to read 
on the High Performance School Building webpage. 

“(4) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop and issue guidelines for 
administering this chapter for public school districts. The purpose of the guidelines is to define 
a procedure and method for employing and verifying compliance with LEED or the 
Washington Sustainable School Protocol.” 

OSPI released the most recent update, WSSP 2018, in June 2018.  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=39.35D
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=39.35D
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
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“(5) (b) The superintendent of public instruction shall make recommendations regarding the 
ongoing implementation of this chapter, including a discussion of incentives and disincentives 
related to implementing this chapter.” 

Recommendations are included in the biennial reports to the legislature. 

The law applies only to school construction projects receiving state funding assistance. 
However, all school projects are highly encouraged to meet the intent of the legislation. 

Applicability 

The law applies to all school facility projects, including skill centers, that are a: 

• New Facility (school), New Building or Building Addition - Receives state 
funding, and is over 5,000 gross square feet of occupied or conditioned space as 
defined in the Washington State Energy Code. 

• Facility or Building Modernization - Receives state funding, and is over 5,000 
gross square feet of occupied or conditioned space as defined in the Washington 
State Energy Code, and the cost of modernization exceeds 50 percent of the 
assessed value. 

The building assessed value for school modernizations is the Construction Cost Allocation 
(CCA) times the total existing building square feet. 

The CCA is set by the Legislature and changes every year. It is the per-square-foot amount 
the state pays for eligible project costs. When determining the assessed value, for SCAP 
projects, use the CCA in effect at the time a D-3 is submitted to the OSPI. For all other 
projects use the CCA in effect at the time of the appropriation. 

Table 1: Construction Cost Allocation per Square Foot 

Period Covered Construction Cost Allocation per 
Square Foot  

2017-2018 $219.58 

2018-2019 $225.97 

 
Exemptions by Law and Not Practicable 

The requirements outlined in Chapter 39.35D RCW- High Performance Public Buildings, 
include the following major facility project exemptions. 

• Exempt by Law: 
Specific building types such as transmitter buildings, pumping stations, hospitals, 
research facilities (primarily used for sponsored laboratory experimentation), 
laboratory research or laboratory training in research methods.  

• Not Practicable Exemption:  
The school district and the design team may determine that it is not practicable to 
meet LEED silver or WSSP. A not practicable exemption may be requested for 
historic landmarks, site environmental situations and other design constraints. A 
letter of exemption request from the school district must be submitted with the D-3, 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=39.35D.040


6 | P a g e  
 

or in the early design phase for other major projects. OSPI will approve or deny the 
not practicable request.  
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PART TWO 
High-Performance Standards for Washington K–12 Schools 
School districts that are required to comply with the high-performance public buildings law 
may choose between two green building standards. They may choose either the U.S. Green 
Building Council’s (USGBC) Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
standard or a standard developed by Washington State, for Washington State K–12 schools, 
called the Washington Sustainable Schools Protocol (WSSP).  

The WSSP is organized similar to the USGBC’s LEED rating system. WSSP has been the 
overwhelming choice of green building standard to use for school district projects since the 
high-performance requirements became law. The USGBC’s LEED rating system is an 
excellent standard. Becoming LEED certified requires registering a project and obtaining a 
third party certification. Districts are encouraged to compare the standards and the 
requirements. The LEED rating system can be found on the USGBC website. No 
interchangeability between the systems is expressed or implied. A school complying with 
WSSP will contain many of the elements needed for LEED certification, but there is no 
reciprocity between the two systems. Teams wishing to pursue a LEED rating must do so 
independently. School projects may also consider pursuing a Collaborative for High 
Performance Schools (CHPS) Verified designation. The USGBC and CHPS have developed 
excellent support materials that could be useful as background information for 
understanding similar WSSP credits. See the USGBC’s website and the CHPS website for 
more information on how to use these organizations technical resources. 

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 

LEED is the most widely used green building rating system in the world. It provides a 
framework to create healthy, highly efficient buildings with a specific rating standard 
developed for schools. LEED requires registration, submittals that document compliance 
with credit requirements and third-party certification. 

Projects that choose LEED must follow the requirements of that program, and become 
certified LEED silver, at a minimum. Submittals to OSPI must follow the same submittal 
requirements and timing as are outlined (in this guide) for projects using WSSP. 

Washington Sustainable School Protocol (WSSP) 

The WSSP is based on the Collaborative for High-Performance Schools (CHPS) criteria, but 
explicitly defines a high-performance school for the state of Washington. The original 
WSSP, developed in 2006, was created by members of the WSSP Protocol Committee and 
vetted by members of the Implementation Team. In 2010 the original version of WSSP was 
updated to reflect code changes and lessons learned. The Update Committee included many 
members of the original team, as well as some new participants with experience 
implementing the WSSP on projects.  WSSP was updated again in April 2015 to reflect the 
most recent energy and building code changes, the addition of new optional credits and 
new credit requirements for modernization projects. The most recent version of the 
protocol, WSSP 2018, was released in June 2018 after a nearly year- long evaluation by the 
WSSP Update Committee. The Update Committee is made up of school district and OSPI 
staff, with input from industry professionals.  

https://new.usgbc.org/leed
https://chps.net/
https://chps.net/
https://new.usgbc.org/
https://chps.net/
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The WSSP addresses the multiple facets of high-performance schools by providing credits 
in the categories of energy, water, site planning, materials, indoor environmental quality. 
WSSP also offers a section that emphasizes comprehensive planning, operations, and 
integrative actions that cross between categories.  

For each of the categories, the WSSP has both required and optional credits. A school 
project must meet all of the required credits and select optional credits to earn a minimum 
number of points. Required credits are worth zero points and vary based on whether the 
project is new construction or a modernization. Each optional credit has a point value. 

Minimum point requirements vary by class of district.   

School District Classes 

• Class I districts, those with equal to or greater than 2,000 FTE students 

• Class II districts, those with less than 2,000 FTE students 

• Skill Centers apply the host district class 

The minimum point requirements also vary based on whether or not the project is a new 
facility, new building, building addition or modernization. 

Projects receiving state capital funds through the School Construction Assistance Program 
(SCAP) will apply the version of WSSP in effect at the time the Project Approval Form D-4 is 
approved. Projects receiving state capital funds through a direct appropriation or through 
another grant program will apply the version of WSSP in effect at the time of budget 
appropriation. Skill Centers projects are always funded with a direct appropriation. 

The WSSP is pass/fail based on the requirements and minimum point levels. However, 
school district planners are encouraged to earn as many points as possible that are 
appropriate for a given project. In other words, treat the minimum points as a target to 
beat.  

Each building owner is expected to document compliance with the WSSP through a process 
of self-certification. Plan your credit requirements and goals and begin documenting your 
findings as you move through project phases. Maintain a high-performance compliance 
binder that includes all of your credit calculations and back-up documentation. The binder 
should remain with the project records.  

Projects funded through the SCAP must document compliance as part of the D-Form 
process. Compliance documentation for skill centers projects is the same as for SCAP 
projects, and follows the same submittal process, however, the timing of submittals is 
different. Projects that have received state capital funding through other grant programs 
will follow submittal requirements and timing included in the grant program guideline. 
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PART THREE 
High-Performance by Integrated Design 
According to the Collaborative for High-Performance Schools (CHPS) “Good teachers and 
motivated students can overcome inadequate facilities and perform at a high level 
almost anywhere, but a well-designed facility can truly enhance performance and make 
education more enjoyable and rewarding. Students and teachers shouldn't have to fight 
against their own classrooms to have a productive learning experience.” 

A high-performance school building, also called a green school building, has been 
described as healthy, comfortable, safe and secure, adaptable, easy to maintain, and 
resource efficient. Green building standards exist to guide school districts in making 
sustainable choices.  

Early collaboration leads to integrated designs. Project teams are encouraged to hold an 
“Integrated Design Meeting” or “Eco-Charrette” no later than mid-schematic design; 
preferably at the time program goals are developed. This planning meeting includes the 
owner’s representative (administrative and operations), design consultants, contractors, 
and end users. The goal is to develop a range of high-performance, green building 
strategies. Often high-performance goals are established as a “district design standard” 
making these goals part of the initiation phase of a project and therefore included in the 
initial project budget and timeline. 

Washington School Priorities 
WSSP and LEED cover a wide variety of planning, design and construction 
considerations, from site planning and energy use, to material specifications and indoor 
environmental quality. Required credits in WSSP generally reflect actions that are 
required by a building code or state or local law; although, there are other required 
credits the Protocol Team felt could and should be met by most projects.  

There are credits that relate directly to high priorities for K–12 schools that were 
expressed by school planners, designers, and legislators. The intent of these credits is to 
provide best practice criteria for designing healthy, resource-efficient, low 
environmental impact facilities. 

Listed below are design areas and credits that are recommended as high priorities to 
optimize long term performance of schools in the state.  

Daylighting 
Quality daylighting designs have been shown to improve student productivity and well-
being. When integrated properly with the electric lighting system, daylighting can 
provide quality lighting and save a significant amount of energy.  

Indoor Air Quality 
Good indoor air quality is essential for healthy schools and healthy occupants. Indoor air 
quality can be impacted by design and construction choices, as well as material 
selections and maintenance practices. Particular care in choosing interior building 
materials and controlling sources of pollutants is essential. Applicable credit categories 
include: 

• Ventilation and filtration 
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• Low-emitting finishes 

• Source control 

• Operations 

Acoustics 
If not controlled, noise from loud ventilation systems, outdoor sources, and neighboring 
rooms can significantly impede communication between teachers and students. Young 
learners, students with hearing difficulties, and those learning English as a second language 
are particularly vulnerable. Classrooms should be designed to enable all students to hear 
clearly.   

Energy Efficiency 
Energy efficiency is considered  a cornerstone of a Washington Sustainable School. Energy 
efficiency will reduce operational expenses, conserve natural resources, and reduce local 
and global pollution and greenhouse gas emissions. All school projects following a high-
performance standard are commissioned to ensure the design meets the expectations of 
the district, and the school is built as it was designed. Commissioning ensures that all 
building systems are working properly, and that school staff know how to operate and 
maintain them. Applicable credit categories include: 

• Superior energy performance  

• Alternate energy sources 

• Controls  

• Commissioning  

• Operations and management  

Sustainable Materials 
Within all materials are the resources, energy, chemicals, and environmental impacts 
related to their production. When reuse is possible (of building materials or the building 
itself, or furniture and equipment), this can represent avoided costs for new materials and 
disposal, as well as avoided environmental impacts of producing new building materials.  
Applicable credit categories include: 

• Waste and material reduction  

• Environmentally preferable material procurement 

• Material and product declarations 

Site Selection 
A high-performance school will avoid degrading natural ecosystems, while seeking to 
incorporate natural conditions to enhance the building’s performance. In addition, the 
school design will encourage non-polluting transportation alternatives. Applicable credit 
categories include: 

• Selection and use  

• Transportation alternatives  

• Storm water management  
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Water Efficiency 
Basic efficiency measures can significantly reduce a school’s water use. These reductions 
help the local environment while reducing operating expenses.  

• No/low water landscape and native plants 

• Low water plumbing fixtures 

• Water reuse 
Integration, Education and Operations 
The purpose of this section is to capture and acknowledge activities before and after 
construction of a high-performance school that lead to its on-going success. Planning, 
through integrated design, brings together various disciplines involved in designing, 
building, and occupying a school facility. The school can also become a hands-on teaching 
tool for students to learn about the benefits of high-performance design. There are also 
post-construction activities that districts can do to assure the goals of the high-
performance design are achieved once the building is in operation. 

• Safer schools by design 

• Performance monitoring 

• Operations policies 

Districts are encouraged to research the many facility design guides that are available for 
integrated, whole-building design. Four national guidelines are listed below. 

The Whole Building Design Guide, a program of the National Institute of Building Sciences 
is “a gateway to up-to-date information on integrated ‘Whole Building’ design techniques 
and technologies.” The guide is accessible at (http://www.wbdg.org/).  

The EPA hosts a site that is dedicated to creating healthy indoor environments in schools. 
Learn about issues to avoid by designing schools for a healthy environment at 
(http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/).  

Find certified products and materials to consider in your design on websites such as 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Safer Choice, SPOT by United Laboratories (UL), 
Sustainable Minds Transparency Catalog. 

ASHRAE offers the Advanced Energy Design Guide for Schools that provides a sensible 
approach to easily achieve advanced levels of energy savings without having to resort to 
detailed calculations or analysis. Design guides are available for 30 and 50 percent 
efficiency, as well as Zero Net Energy guidelines. 

  

http://www.wbdg.org/
http://www.epa.gov/iaq/schools/
https://www.epa.gov/saferchoice
https://spot.ul.com/2018/06/05/10-reasons-why/
http://www.sustainableminds.com/
https://www.ashrae.org/standards-research--technology/advanced-energy-design-guides/30-percent-aedg-free-download
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PART FOUR  
Submittal Requirements  
School Construction Assistance Program (SCAP) Projects 

The high-performance steps and submittal requirements for SCAP projects are included in 
the D-form process. The same submittal process applies to skill centers but on a slightly 
different schedule. Submittal requirements for projects funded by other capital grant 
programs are included in the guidelines of those programs. 

The following section outlines the procedures and required D-form high-performance 
building submittals. Copies of each D-form mentioned below are included in the Resources, 
Forms and Sample Letters section. 

Skill Centers Projects 

Skill Centers projects follow a modified D-form process. The majority of the submittal 
requirements are the same as for a SCAP project. For the high-performance submittals 
please submit the same documents as are listed below at the time the D-form is submitted. 
Submit these documents to the skill centers coordinator at OSPI School Facilities and 
Organization. 

The process below is captured in an at-a-glance flowchart that districts can use to 
determine whether or not they must comply, and if so, what documents are required 
throughout the D-form process. The at-a-glance flowchart is included in the Resources, 
Forms and Sample Letters section. 

Other Capital Grant Program Projects 

Projects funded through other capital grant programs, such as the K–3 Class Size 
Reduction, will follow the submittal process outlined in the grant program details. 

D-Form Process 
D-3 Application for Project Approval  

In the Additional Project Information section, indicate the high-performance standard 
choice. Mark exempt if requesting an exemption: 

___ Washington Sustainable Schools Protocol  

___ LEED (Silver)  

___ Exempt by Law____ Exempt-Not Practicable* 

*The district must include a letter of request that explains the not practicable exemption. 
OSPI will respond with a determination. A sample letter is included in the Resources, 
Forms and Sample Letters section. 

D-5 Application for Preliminary Funding Status  

Submit a preliminary design WSSP or LEED scorecard, in Excel format, to the regional 
coordinator at OSPI School Facilities and Organization.  Find the WSSP scorecard on the 
OSPI School Facilities and Organization website. Find the LEED scorecard on the USGBC 
website.  

http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-building-design-and-construction-checklist
https://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-building-design-and-construction-checklist
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D-7 Application to Proceed with Bid Opening or Negotiate MACC 

An Energy Life Cycle Cost Analysis (ELCCA) is required by Chapter 39.35 RCW – Energy 
Conservation in Design of Public Facilities for all projects over 25,000 square feet or 
modernizations of greater than 50 percent of the assessed value. The ELCCA is referred to 
as the Energy Conservation Report. Indicate cost of the report on the D-7 and include the 
DES review letter with the D-7 submittal package. No separate high-performance submittal 
is required. 

D-9 Application for Authorization to Sign Contracts or MACC Agreement 

Submit the final design WSSP or LEED scorecard, in Excel format, along with the 
Sustainable Building Narrative and the executive summary of the energy life cycle cost 
analysis (ELCCA), if applicable, to the regional coordinator at OSPI School Facilities and 
Organization. 

The Sustainable Building Narrative is a two to four-page summary of the selected 
sustainable features. This is often generated during the integrated design meeting or the 
eco-charrette.  

The executive summary of the ELCCA typically includes the building profile, a narrative of 
alternate systems studied and the energy cost and energy use data for the selected system. 
Do not submit the third-party review of the analysis. 

D-11 Application to Release Retainage 

Submit the final WSSP or LEED scorecard to the high-performance school coordinator at 
OSPI School Facilities and Organization. 

Submit a Certification Letter that states the district has complied with all of the high-
performance submittals required and that the district will comply with the performance 
tracking and reporting requirement for five years following board acceptance or building 
occupancy. Address and submit this letter to the Disbursement Officer at OSPI School 
Facilities and Organization. A sample letter is included in the Resources, Forms and Sample 
Letters section. 

Annual Reporting 
Annual reporting is required by law for five consecutive years following the local board 
acceptance date of the project. Districts that prefer to begin reporting following occupancy 
may do so. All projects, preparing a first year or fifth year report, will use the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Energy Star Portfolio Manager (ESPM) to track and 
report energy and water use beginning with the annual reporting due in March 2019. 

ESPM is a free tool to manage energy and water use. Training is available via videos, guides 
and annotated slide sets on the Environmental Protection Agency website. Approximately 
65% of school districts have the option to enter into a no-cost agreement with their energy 
provider to have energy use automatically uploaded to their Portfolio Property. 

Reporting Requirements 

The annual report includes monthly energy and water use. Reporting is by meter, by 
energy source, and by use (i.e. exterior and interior water use). If you are reporting energy 
and water use from a meter that serves multiple buildings (the high performance building 
and another building), please be certain to indicate that on the ESPM building profile. 

https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training/training
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training/training
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Energy and water use must be uploaded or entered manually to the property a minimum of 
once every year in March, but preferably every quarter. 

Annual reports are due to OSPI in March of each year. Districts should consider completing 
this annual report concurrent with the Asset Preservation Program (APP) annual 
assessment that is due prior to April 1 each year. The first reporting year may be a partial 
year (less than 12 months).  

ESPM requires users to open an account. Account owners (districts) must “connect” with 
OSPI School Facilities and Organization in order to “share” the new Portfolio Manager 
property. The School Facilities and Organization username is WASCHOOLS. 
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PART FIVE  
Energy and Building Systems Evaluations 
Energy Conservation Report 

School districts are required to complete an energy conservation report for new 
construction, additions and modernizations. The Washington Administrative Code (WAC), 
Title 392-343-075 WAC - Energy Conservation Report directs school districts to comply 
with Chapter 39.35 RCW – Energy Conservation in Design of Public Facilities.. Districts 
must complete an Energy Conservation Report and have it reviewed by the Department of 
Enterprise Services (DES). 

An Energy Conservation Report is required for all public facilities, not just schools, over 
25,000 gross square feet. The energy consumption analysis ensures that energy 
conservation practices and renewable energy systems are considered in the design of 
major publicly owned or leased facilities. The Energy Conservation Report is also called an 
Energy Life Cycle Cost Analysis (ELCCA). The analysis studies various alternate energy 
systems and produces a comparative document substantiating the modeled findings. 
Currently, all agencies and school districts must follow the Department of Enterprise 
Services (DES) guidelines. The DES guidelines for an ELCCA are found on the DES Energy 
Program website. 

An ELCCA is a decision-making tool that compares the first cost and the owning and 
operating costs of various different building energy systems, including heating, cooling, 
lighting, domestic hot water and plug load. The analysis provides the building owner a 
method to evaluate different energy-using systems and to select the system best suited for 
the project. The system selected could be the least first cost, the least operating cost, the 
most energy efficient, or any combination the owner determines to fit the project goals.  

Compliance with a high-performance building standard (WSSP or LEED) does not negate 
the state law to conduct an ELCCA. Changing this requires action by the Legislature. 

To make the energy consumption analysis a more effective decision-making tool for the 
district, DES and OSPI strongly recommend the analysis be completed early in the 
schematic design process. The district should plan to have already completed the ELCCA 
work plan for a SCAP project by the time the D-5 Application for Preliminary Funding 
Status is submitted to OSPI. The ELCCA must be complete and have been reviewed and 
commented on by DES at D-7. Skill Centers and all other state-funded projects that are 
required to complete an ELCCA should follow the requirements included in the program 
guideline. 

Owner’s Project Requirements and Basis of Design 

For a more effective comparison of all building systems, including the energy systems, the 
building owner shall establish the Owner’s Project Requirements (OPR) at project 
inception. The OPR will establish and document the school district project requirements 
and criteria for building system function, performance and maintainability. This document 
will guide the design development and construction of active and inactive building systems. 
All key facility stakeholders will have input into the development of the OPR. The design 
team, at key phases of the project, will provide an explanation of how the OPR has been 
incorporated into the design. That design-team generated document is called the Basis of 

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=392-343-075
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=39.35
https://des.wa.gov/services/facilities-leasing/energy-program/energy-life-cycle-cost-analysis
https://des.wa.gov/services/facilities-leasing/energy-program/energy-life-cycle-cost-analysis
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Design. The OPR and BOD are required as part of the fundamental commissioning credit in 
WSSP. 

The OPR, developed by the project stakeholders, shall include:  

• Owner and User Requirements 

• Environmental and Sustainability Goals 

• Energy Efficiency Goals 

• Indoor Environmental Quality Requirements 

• Equipment and Systems Expectations 

• Building Occupant Expectations. 

• Building Operations Personnel Expectations 

The Basis of Design (BOD) is a narrative and analytical document prepared by the design 
team. It explains how the Owner's Project Requirements are met by the proposed design. It 
describes the technical approach used for system selections, integration, and sequence of 
operations focusing on design features critical to overall building performance.  

These documents give rise to, and build on, one another. Programming leads to the OPR. 
The OPR leads to the BOD. Both lead to a designed and constructed building that meets the 
owner’s intents. 
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PART SIX  
Resources, Forms and Sample Letters 
Resources 

All Washington Sustainable Schools Protocol (WSSP) documents are available on the OSPI 
High-Performance School Buildings website. 

The School Facilities Manual for the School Construction Assistance Program explains all of 
the activities involved in the planning, design and construction of school facilities. 

High-performance public building was enacted by Chapter 39.35D RCW. 

The National Institute of Building Sciences Whole Building Design Guide is available for use 
as a guide to integrated design techniques. 

U.S. Green Building Council LEED rating systems. 

Collaborative for High-performance Schools (CHPS). 

Energy Star Portfolio Manager.  

Energy Star Target Finder Calculator can be used to evaluate energy use or set targets 
during design. 

  

http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/SchoolFacilitiesManual.aspx
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=39.35d
http://www.wbdg.org/resources/whole-building-design
https://new.usgbc.org/leed#rating
https://chps.net/
http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/facility-owners-and-managers/existing-buildings/use-portfolio-manager
http://www.energystar.gov/buildings/service-providers/design/step-step-process/evaluate-target/epa%E2%80%99s-target-finder-calculator
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Forms  
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Sample Request for Exemption Letter  

 

Apple Valley School District 
100 Tree Lane 

Appleton, WA 99999 

 

 

June 30, 2018 

 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 

School Facilities and Organization 
High Performance School Coordinator 
P.O. Box 47200 
Olympia, WA  98504-7200 

 

RE:  Green Apple Elementary 
Exemption Request, Not Practicable Historic Facility 

Dear Coordinator, 

The Apple Valley School District is requesting a not practicable exemption from the High 
Performance Public Buildings requirements of Chapter 39.35D RCW – High-
Performance Public Buildings. 

Green Apple Elementary is currently on the national registry as a historic building. Many 
of the credits required to be achieved would compromise the integrity of maintaining 
the historic nature of the facility. The district intends to incorporate as many high-
performance strategies as possible, focusing on sustainable operations through energy 
and water use efficiencies. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to give us a call. 

Sincerely, 

 

Gran E. Smith, Superintendent 
Apple Valley School District 
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Sample Certification Letter to Disbursement Officer 

 
Apple Valley School District 

100 Tree Lane 
Appleton, WA 99999 

 

June 30, 2018 

 
Roen Esmond, Disbursement Officer 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction School Facilities & Organization 
PO Box 47200 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 

 

RE: Red Apple Elementary Replacement (N/L) and Modernization Project No. 350-I04-
10001 Certification of High-Performance School Submittal and Performance 
Reporting 

 

Dear Roen: 

I hereby certify that Apple Valley School District has submitted the final Washington 
Sustainable Schools Protocol (WSSP) or Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) scorecard required as part of the D-11 process. 

I hereby certify that Apple Valley School District will report energy and water use for 
five years following board acceptance, or building occupancy, to comply with the 
building performance reporting requirement in Chapter 39.35D.040 RCW – High-
Performance Public Buildings. Reporting will be done in Energy Star Portfolio Manager 
(ESPM). The ESPM property will be shared with School Facilities and Organization. The 
property will be kept up-to-date annually (every March), preferably every month to get 
the most benefit from the Energy Star program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Gran E. Smith, Superintendent 
Apple Valley School District 
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At-A-Glance Flowchart: High-Performance Applicability and 
Documenting Compliance for SCAP and Skill Centers 
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For more information about the contents 

of this document, please contact: 

OSPI School Facilities and Organization 

E-mail: HPSBP@k12.wa.us 

Phone: (360) 725-4973 

 

 Except where otherwise noted, this work by the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License 

 
Please make sure that permission has been received to use all elements of this publication (images, 
charts, text, etc.) that are not created by OSPI staff, grantees, or contractors. This permission should be 
displayed as an attribution statement in the manner specified by the copyright holder. It should be made 
clear that the element is one of the “except where otherwise noted” exceptions to the OSPI open license.  

For additional information, please visit the OSPI Interactive Copyright and Licensing Guide. 

OSPI provides equal access to all programs and services without discrimination based on sex, race, creed, 
religion, color, national origin, age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation 
including gender expression or identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the 
use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability. Questions and complaints of 
alleged discrimination should be directed to the Equity and Civil Rights Director at 360-725-6162 or P.O. 
Box 47200 Olympia, WA 98504-7200. 

Download this material in PDF at High-Performance School Buildings Program .This material is available 
in alternative format upon request. Contact the Resource Center at 888-595-3276,  
TTY 360-664-3631.  

 

 

mailto:HPSBP@k12.wa.us
http://www.k12.wa.us/
http://www.k12.wa.us/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2689472/CopyrightLicensingGuide
http://www.k12.wa.us/SchFacilities/Programs/HighPerformanceSchoolBuildings.aspx
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